FROM    SEA    TO    SKY

of the railway line. Ground troops for this purpose were, in every
way, out of the question. In the first place, owing to reductions
already effected, sufficient troops were not available, and further,
they were entirely unsuited for the terrain and type of warfare.

Air operations in strength were decided upon, supported by a
small ground force of armoured cars acting passively for the
defence of two important bridges, and as aerodrome guards. To
obviate offensive action if possible, and as a means of testing the
present attitude of the tribes, the sheikhs and headmen were first
of aU summoned to Samawah to give security for the good
behaviour of their tribes.

After considerable delay, and a final conference on November
28th, the result left us in no doubt as to the attitude of the sheikhs.
Of some forty-two who were summoned, only four came in, and
of these only one was able-to produce satisfactory guarantees.

Meanwhile, in anticipation of this result, it was my duty, as
Group-Captain Air Staff, to prepare the general plan of opera-
tions. Having done so, I was rewarded by being placed in com-
mand of the Forces to be employed. These included a Snipe
squadron operating as dive bombers and for low machine-gun
attack, three D.li.gA Bomber squadrons, a Vernon flight for
heavy night bombing, three sections of armoured cars, one
battalion Iraq Infantry and two platoons Iraq Levies.

The aerodromes used were merely emergency landing-grounds
without any ground organization or facilities; they were, however,
in close proximity to the railway.

The aircraft engaged were too numerous to be able to operate
from one aerodrome, and in order to employ them to their
maximum capacity, it was necessary to base them within easier
reach of the target than they would have been if operating from
Hinaidi and Basra. Three trains were therefore prepared, two at
Baghdad and one at Basra, which contained the necessary ground
organization for these bases, including supplies of bombs, petrol,
oil and a W/T station. They arrived at their destinations early on
the morning of November 29th, and had completed all arrange-
ments for the commencement of operations on November 3Oth.

Air action commenced at dawn and was carried out continu-
ously until midday on December ist, against the Barkat and
Sufhui tribes, selected as being farthest from the railway, and in
anticipation that the other tribes would submit as a result without
the need of further action.

During this period, 25 tons of bombs of all types were dropped,
118